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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF 
[bookmark: _Hlk71802984]Ormesby St Margaret with Scratby Parish Council
[bookmark: _Hlk105478738]Held at the Village Centre Ormesby St Margaret
 on Monday 14th November 2022 at 7pm 
PRESENT: Cllrs Andrew Grant, Michael Cheetham, Justin Rundle, James Shrimplin, Simone Calnon, Philip Nathan, Geoff Freeman, Kathryn Wendt (arrived 7.12pm) Peter Holley (arrived 7.12 pm)
IN ATTENDANCE: Philip Stone (Parish Clerk) Clair Fraser (Responsible Financial Officer) Borough Cllr Ron Hanton
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 1 

The Chair to welcome Councillors, County and Borough Councillors and members of the public. 

1. Apologies for the absence
Received and accepted for Cllr J Green, S Bigg, R Hill & C Hummel

2. To receive declarations of interest on matters on the agenda
 None received.
	

3. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 26th of September 2022

RESOLVED to accept for accuracy and adoption

3.1 Public Participation Forum– an opportunity for the public to address the council – 10 minutes.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC

Representation made in respect of two personal Freedom of Information requests, including presentation to Council of a 5-page letter dated 13th November 2022 raising questions resulting from disclosure under the first request which requires Council’s formal reply, and confirmation that the second request remained outstanding.

Questions raised:

1. Why a fee had been incurred from Birketts Solicitors in October payments Cllr Grant Confirmed this was for HR advice.

2. Regarding the make-up of the management committee at the recreation ground and why the Recreation Ground Charity is currently active. The clerk confirmed that an appropriate charity meeting had been held earlier in the year at which a resolution was made to wind up the charity and an online application made to wind it up. Cllr Grant confirmed the clerk will investigate the issue as a matter of urgency to ascertain what more if anything is required to enable the winding up of the charity to be completed and report back to the member of the public.

3.  Who currently sits on the management committee for the Village Centre confirmed by Cllr Grant as Cllrs Justin Rundle, Kathryn Wendt, Sylvia Bigg, Simone Calnon, Charlotte Hummel, David Troy and ANO

4. Why the Village Centre was 131 days behind in their yearly return, Cllr Grant confirmed he would obtain the information and email a reply as soon as he has spoken to the RFO.

3.2 Borough Councillors’ Reports

Borough Cllr Ron Hanton, written report received and noted no comments or questions raised. Cllr Hanton added that the Borough Council were in the process of choosing a name for the new Yarmouth bridge which would be whittled down to three options before being presented to the public for choice.

Borough Cllr Geoff Freeman, verbal report 
1. Confirming current land supply for Borough Council now standing at 7.46 years.
2. Gabions Scratby Beach confirmed although damaged that they are still doing their job and that they are being monitored every 2 weeks and that the Borough council is working on a repair plan.
3. Most of the lamp posts in the parish that need replacing have now been replaced one outstanding in Scratby, but this is in the current work schedule to be done.
4. Tree Planting Scheme Queens Memorial has applied for the community orchard which consists of 10 mature trees. If successful there will be no cost for the trees, but payment would be required for tree guards and spirals for which funding would be sort from County Councillor Bensly.

3.3 [bookmark: _Hlk118800763]County Councillor’s Report 

      County Councillor Bensly, written report noted and accepted no comments made

4. Finance: Agree on the schedule of invoices/payments for October and November 2022 and to authorise the bank transfer required. 

New RFO Claire Fraser was welcomed by the Chair of the council. The RFO confirmed that financial reports were not available for this month as various outstanding information was still required but reports would be presented at December’s meeting.

RFO confirmed that at an impromptu meeting in October herself and two members of the finance group authorised the October payments. Cllr Cheetham asked who authorised a non-contractual payment to Birketts solicitors Cllr Grant confirmed he had authorised the making of the payment of over £500 including vat in conjunction with Cllr Wendt and confirmed after authorising the payment that he had been advised that because there was no official clerk that the authorisation was not valid as it should have been authorised in conjunction with the clerk, Cllr Grant apologised to council for this.

The Clerk confirmed the situation in respect of authorising non-contractual payments and who should make such authorisation. 

RESOLVED to approve the schedule of payments for October  

Cllr Grant proposed an amendment to the November payment list addition of £70 to enable payment of grass cutting and hedge cutting at the allotments payable to GYBS seconded by Cllr Freeman. RESOLVED to approve the amended payment schedule and the bank transfer of £5,274.60 to cover November payments.

Clerk confirmed that the payment to Birketts solicitors in October and the payment to GYBS for grass cutting/hedge cutting at the allotments were both payments not authorised in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations.	

October payment list
	Date		Payee 		Invoice Nu 	Ref				Amount
	15.06.2022	ICCM		14932		Burial ground review		£660.00
	30.09.2022	Rodney Scott			Moles/litter			£78.00
	28.09.2022	Geoff Freeman	 107839		Velnet 2 domains		£38.40
	10.09.2022	Geoff Freeman   107829		Velnet basic			£84.00
	7.09.2022	British Gas	139858						£29.45
	22.09.2022	Zoom		128408720
	26.09.2022	Warnes				Allotments			£150.00
	28.09.2022	Janet				Gate				£150.00
	31.08.2022	Norfolk Pension
	30.09.2022	Norfolk Pension
	23.09.2022	Fiona Davies			Village sign			£990.00
			Fiona Davies			Village sign			£300.00
	12.10.2022	Birkett		823309		Solicitors			£567.00
	3.10.2022	Phil Nathan 	expenses 	Amazon laptop			£355.97
	14.10.2022	K Wendt	expenses	Post box			£32.00

											£3,434.82	


November payment list (as presented to the Parish Clerk, revised list not provided)
	Date:		Payee			Invoice Nu		Reference 	Amount
31.10.2022 	Rodney						Litter/moles	£145.00	
31.10.2022	J Simpson					Gate		£155.00

3.11.2022	D Boden					Gardening	£820.00

3.11.2022	P Holley					yale lock	£20.50

30.11.2022 	P Stone						Clerk salary	£1,714.71

30.11.2022	Norfolk Pension		Employer and employee contribution	£713.70

30.11.2022 	C Fraser					RFO salary	£270.00

5.11.2022	EE					Parish mobile phone	£16.36

6.11.2022	British Gas		Electric recreation ground		DD TBA

1.11.2022	CGM								TBA
30.11.2022 GYBS	*		Grass and hedge cutting allotments	£73.16

Total										£4,638.71	
* Added to payment list at meeting



	
5. Correspondence Clerk to report 

5.1 Complaint in respect of the maintenance of an allotment. Noted and passed to allotment advisory group to reply.

5.2 Explanation from an allotment holder in respect of the maintenance of their allotment. Noted and passed to allotment advisory group to reply.

5.3 Planning permission decision notice 06/22/0200F, approval of library phone box Beach Road Scratby. Noted

5.4 Planning permission decision notice 06/22/0684, approval of Flagpole Beach Road Scratby.
Noted

5.5 Email Rural Crime Update
Noted

5.6 Decision Notice, Information Commissioners Office Freedom of Information Request re Parishioner Complaint.
Noted

      6.	Finance 
6.1 Update RFO confirmed working on the existing backlog and being able to have a full F&GP meeting in early December to enable the proposed budget to be presented at December’s meeting.

6.2 Request for an additional 25 additional hours for RFO to deal with outstanding financial requirements. 

RESOLVED to grant RFO an additional block of 25 hours to clear the existing backlog of financial work.


     7.	Defibrillators

Noted that the Green Farm defibrillator is of line and no longer on the Circuit as the Co-op (providers of the defib had refused to pay the outstanding bill for battery and pads to Heart to Heart.)

RESOLVED to make a monthly donation of £50 to Heart to Heart in recognition of their managing of all council defibrillators and boxes. RFO will deal direct with Heart to Heart in respect of monthly donations.

   8. 	To note Planning applications as follows, and to comment thereon to Great Yarmouth Borough Council in the capacity of consultee:

Application No: 06/22/0774/HH Proposed demolition of existing conservatory and chimney stack and erection of single-storey rear extension
Location: 22 Wapping Ormesby St Margaret W Scratby NR29 3JY

Noted no comments made

   9. 	To consider and comment on Public Space Protection Order (Cllr Grant)

RESOLVED to support the Public Space Protection Order (No copy of order provided to council)

   10.   	Open Spaces (Cllr Nathan)
10.1 To confirm and agree proposed agreement with the football club.

RESOLVED to confirm and agree to the proposed agreement

10.2 Request to obtain quotes for the replacement of 2 doors to the football pavilion.

RESOLVED to authorise the obtaining of quotes for the replacement of 2 doors to the football pavilion. 
 
10.3 Confirm or decline permission to block up the rear door to the football pavilion. 

RESOLVED to authorise the blocking up of the rear door to the football pavilion
 
10.4 Permission for removal of metal mesh to rainwater gutters.

RESOLVED to authorise permission for the removal of metal mesh from the football pavilion, such work to be carried out by Cllrs Grant and Nathan at no cost to the council.

10.5 Request to obtain quotes for the replacement of existing rainwater gutters at the football pavilion.

RESOLVED to authorise permission for obtaining quotes for the replacement of rainwater gutters to the football pavilion.


11. 	Website update (Cllr Nathan)

Confirmed he had been in touch with Broadland Digital (website designers) and that the site is due to go live in the immediate future at which time the clerk would be able to deal with the website and transfer of all appropriate information and policies to it. The Clerk confirmed under his current employment contract that his defined duties did not include dealing with or handling websites. Cllr Grant confirmed that this was a matter for personnel to address.

The meeting closed at 841pm

PHILIP STONE (PARISH CLERK)
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