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Minutes of the meeting held at Ormesby St Margaret with Scratby Parish Council on
 Monday 26th September 2022 at 7pm 
Ormesby Village Centre

Attendance: Cllrs: Andy Grant (chair) Justin Rundle (Vice Chair) Jim Shrimplin, Sylvia Bigg, Mick Cheetham, Robert Hill,  Phil Nathan, Kathryn Wendt (Minute taker) Claire Fraser (RFO) and Borough Councillor Ron Hanton. There were five members of the public present.

1.To receive apologies for absence:  Cllrs: John Green, Geoff Freeman, Peter Holley, Simone Calnon Charlotte Hummel and Norfolk County Councillor James Bensley. 
Chair Andy Grant explained that our scheduled meeting on 19th September 2022 was cancelled due to the death of the late Queen Elizabeth 11 and during the mourning period meetings could not be published so hence this meeting being moved to today.
2. To receive declarations of interest on matters on the agenda: Cllr Andy Grant under Item 10.

You have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in a matter to be discussed if it relates to something on your Register of Interests form. You must declare your interest; you may not participate in discussion or vote on the matter. 
You have a Personal Interest in a matter to be discussed if it affects: 

· Your wellbeing or financial position 
· That of your family or close friends 
· That of a club or society in which you have a management role. 

In these instances, you must declare a personal interest and may speak on the matter only if members of the public are also allowed to speak at the meeting, however you may not vote in the matter. 

3. Approve minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 9th August 2022. Cllr Jim Shrimplin stated that under Item 1 Apologies: the word should read ‘prospective’ and not ‘perspective’ and again under Item 3 should read ‘prospective’ and not ‘perspective. It was unanimously agreed to amend these minutes.

3.1 Public Participation Forum– an opportunity for the public to address the council – 10 minutes

(1) A member of the public spoke about the parish Clerk sickness and the Council’s duty of care to the parish council’s Clerk. The Chair said that the Council could not comment on the matter as it was an HR issue for Council.
(2) A member of the public spoke regarding the Strawberry Fields proposed development. Stating that he and his wife were against this development. They have put their objections to Great Yarmouth Borough Council, but also wanted the parish council to hear their views.
(3) A member of the public talked about the wish to have a plaque placed on one of the benches along Beach Road, (which had been previously communicated to the clerk of the council) in memory of a parishioner who had raised funds for charities and was well known in the community. 
(4) A member of the public stated that he had written to the parish clerk requesting details of our financial information for the year ended March 2022 and that he had not had a reply from anyone. The Chair of the Council apologised saying that he had tried to ring the person, but unfortunately he had the wrong number. He assured the parishioner that he would be in touch very soon. The parishioner also stated that the parish council had written to the Coastal Doctors’ Practice and to his knowledge they had not answered this letter. He also asked about the parish council’s attendance at the Patients Participation Forum. The parishioner questioned about the parish council’s website saying that it was not fully functional and still was not ‘live’. 
 
3.2 Borough Councillors’ Reports: Cllr Ron Hanton said that he had sent in a report prior to this meeting. He also stated that the Town Hall in Great Yarmouth would be open on 9th October 11 – 3pm for people to view and there would also be stalls. This event is mainly for couples who are looking to get married to see the facilities on offer, but everyone is welcome.
3.3 County Councillor’s Report: Cllr James Bensley had sent in an email stating that he was dealing with: Complaints re: Appleton Drive parking issues, beach lowering at Newport and the damage to the gabions. Councillors requested that James sends in a ‘more local report’ applicable to our villages; for the gritting route and the potential ‘sink hole’ in the road by the Garden centre in Beach Road.

4. Finance: Agree schedule of invoices/payments for September 2022 and to authorise the bank transfer required:
D & F Cleaning Services		£477.05
Darren Boden			£860.42
Darren Boden			£120.00
Gary Allen			£580.00
Janet Simpson			£155.00
Parish Clerk			£1688.92
Parish Clerk			£98.00
R. Scott				£199.00
Total				£4178.39

These payments were Proposed by Cllr Phil Nathan and Seconded by Cllr Andy Grant and passed unanimously.
Cllr Andy Grant introduced and welcomed Claire Fraser the parish council’s new Responsible Financial Officer (RFO).

5. Correspondence: Cllr Andy Grant said he had had the following communications: 
1) Parking issues on Appleton Drive x 2
2) Request for an Ormesby to Hemsby footpath
3) Pipe leak on the Ormesby Green – which has now been repaired
4) Parishioners stating that they are not getting replies to their letters that they have placed in the post box at the Village Centre



6. Open Spaces Advisory Group 
6.1 Appoint contractor for the Council’s ground maintenance contract from the tenders received. Cllr Phil Nathan stated that five contractors had been asked to quote for the ground maintenance. Two had given quotes of a similar price. Following a vote, which was evenly split the Chair of the council casted the deciding vote and Darren’s Gardening & Landscaping will be instructed to carry out the work for the council.

7. Memorial Policy
7.1 Agree a memorial plaque policy. After a short discussion where the general view was that if a parishioner pays for a bench then they should have a right to have a plaque put on it. That a sign should be placed that plaques should only be placed with the prior permission of the council. However it was Proposed by Cllr Andy Grant and Seconded by Cllr Mick Cheetham that the policy should be written by the Open Spaces Advisory Group and brought back to council to be agreed. Passed unanimously. 
7.2 Consider a request for a memorial plaque to be placed on a bench at Beach Road Scratby in accordance with Council’s future policy.  Proposed by Cllr Kathryn Wendt and Seconded by Cllr Phil Nathan. Passed unanimously. 


8. Village Centre
8.1 To review and reconfirm the management of the Village Centre. Cllr Charlotte Hummel to be added to the Village Centre Management Team and Cllr Simone Calnon (subject to her agreement). Proposed Cllr Andy Grant and Seconded Cllr Phil Nathan. Passed unanimously. 

9. California Toilets 
9.1 To confirm opening times. The Chair stated that the opening of the toilets by the parish council had proved popular with visitors and locals. He suggested that they be open until the end of October 2022 at weekends 9am-5pm and open every day during October half term. The toilets will then be closed subject to further discussion at the parish council. Proposed Cllr Andy Grant and Seconded by Cllr Mick Cheetham. Passed Unanimously. 

10. Defibrillators 
10.1 To approve appointment of Heart 2 Heart to look after the parishes defibrillators. The Chair stated that all our defibrillators are ‘off the circuit’ and none of them are ‘live’. He said that Heart 2 Heart would charge the council £50.00 a month to do the checks and service all of them. Proposed by Cllr Andy Grant and Seconded by Cllr Mick Cheetham. Passed unanimously.

11. To note Planning applications as follows, and to comment thereon to Great Yarmouth Borough Council in the capacity of consultee:

11.1 Application No: 06/22/0546/F Proposed erection of 41 dwellings, vehicular access, landscaping,open space, footpath improvements and associated infrastructure, Land north of Scratby Road Scratby, Scratby NR29 3AJ

Cllr Wendt stated the following:
*This development in not listed on the Great Yarmouth’s town plan
*There are seven objections on the planning portal
*The position of the development is uncharacteristic for the area
*There are no links to Scratby village
*Scratby is a tertiary village
*There are highway safety issues – dangerous for pedestrians walking along Scratby Road into Scratby village
*Loss of countryside views
*This development sets a precedent – with the prospect of the rest of the filed being developed at a later date
*No access to villages other than use of motor vehicles will put a burden on surrounding roads
*No direct link to Hemsby/Ormesby
*Strain on doctor and dentist surgeries
*Affordable homes but no infrastructure – such as bus and transport links
*Pathfinder Report questions the financial viability of this development
*Proposed crossing to the garden centre would put pedestrians in danger due to the bend in the road along Beach Road.
*This is agricultural land
Proposed to Object to this development by Cllr Kathryn Wendt and Seconded by Cllr Mick Cheetham. Passed unanimously.

11.2 Application No: 06/22/0635/TRE TPO no 5 1981-T1 Ash tree Proposed removal due to canopy being dead and multiple cavities upon the stem and main limbs leading to structural weaknesses. Location Sheldrake House Decoy Road Ormesby St Margaret NR29 3LG
No Objection

11.3 Application No: 06/22/0683/TCA Acer tree crown reduction by up to 2m due to annual growth affecting telephone wires. Wood House 5 the Green Ormesby St Margaret NR29 3JT
No Objection

11.4 Application No: 06/22/0684/A Installation of village flagpole junction of Beach Road & Scratby Road NR29 3AJ
No Objection

12.1 To approve Sickness Policy – Proposed by Cllr Andy Grant Seconded by Cllr Mick Cheetham to adopt the Sickness Policy dated 26th September 2022 to be placed on file. Passed unanimously.

13.1 Exclusion of the public
In accordance with S1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 a resolution will be put that the public be excluded from the meeting for consideration of the business to be conducted therein as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be considered. To consider employment issues relating to clerk and responsible financial office.
Exclusion of the public Proposed by Cllr Andy Grant and Seconded by Cllr Kathryn Wendt. Passed unanimously.

13.2 Personnel Matters
The parish council were informed by the Chair that our parish clerk is off sick and he is due back to work on 3rd October 2022.

The meeting closed at 21.20.

Date of the next parish council meeting – this will be confirmed in due course.
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