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To all readers 

*** 

CALLING ALL OUR OVERSEAS READERS!  
We realise we have subscribers across three continents. If any of you would like to submit an article, photo, 

memory or recipe we would love to hear from you! Just email osccommunitynews@gmail.com 

*** 

 Hopefully, lots of you will have been to the Great Ormesby Village Show on the last day of August. If you  

want to share any photos, please email them to osccommunitynews@gmail.com 

 Front Cover—Broads Goose, Dave Lees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEE REPORT IN NEXT MONTH’S NEWSLETTER 

Complaint  

about Highways? 

Go to:  
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk 

Select  
‘Report a Highways Problem’ 

You can then click on a category. 
Put in the relevant address and enter the location on a map.  
Give more information and upload a photo if you have one. 

 
Click submit 

We will remember them 
 

Sydney Walter Oliver Page, 22, Private, 2nd Battalion, South Staffordshire Regiment.  

‘Killed in Action’ on 30/11/17 

No known grave. Commemorated on the Cambrai Memorial, Louverval, France 

Son of Walter and Emma Page of Scratby. Father a retired valet, now farmer.  

1911 Census: Apprentice Baker and Confectioner, aged 16, living with parents and siblings. 

 

Robert Watson Piggin 36, Gunner, Royal Garrison Artillery.  

‘Killed in Action’ on 22/9/17 

Son of Robert Piggin and husband of Helen Emily Ransome of Broad Road Fleggburgh 

Buried in Vlamertinghe New Military Cemetery, Belgium. 

Research carried out at Commonwealth War Graves Commission website, on the 1911 Census and the CWG Roll of Honour site. 

Caroline Harbord 

Illegal Puppy Smuggling is on the increase—see Page 19 

How can you avoid buying a smuggled puppy? 

Always… 

 Ask to see mum and pup together 
 Ask the breeder lots of questions 
 Expect a breeder to quiz you too 
 Visit your new pup more than once 
 Get all your pup’s paperwork before you take them home 
 Walk away if you have doubts or feel pressure to buy  
 Report suspicious online sellers or breeders to Trading    

Standards 
 

Never… 

 Meet somewhere 
that isn’t the pup’s 
home 

 Buy a pup from anyone selling multiple breeds of dog  
 Buy a pup that looks small and underweight  
 Buy a pup that you suspect has been imported illegally  

 

Support the fund-raising for the  

Scratby Steps! 

Carvery Every Tuesday noon—2pm 

All Saints Parish Hall, Scratby 

All proceeds go towards the replacement of the  

Scratby beach access steps 

http://norfolk.gov.uk/
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AUGUST 2018 

PARISH COUNCIL 

Chair    Adrian Peck   07768216402 
Clerk                      Jayne Morse 07825266117 
 

SCHOOLS 

Caister High School           720452 

Flegg High School            740349 

Ormesby Infant School      730298 

Ormesby Junior School      730944 

PLACES OF WORSHIP 

St Margaret, Ormesby  not available 

Light Of Life Baptist Church:   

Administrator (Hannah) 733706  email: info@lightoflife.org.uk 

Methodist Church (Hemsby) 

Secretary: Maureen Turner : 01692 670716 

  email: jaybjay08@tiscali.co.uk  

St Ignatius Catholic Church Caister:  

Parish Priests: Father Anthony Nwanko  and Father Alex Ibe  

emails: anthonyezichukwu@gmail.com and ibealexander650@gmail.com 

Green Pastures Christian Fellowship Ormesby:  John Ellero   721503 

         Derek Gidney  751312 

Norwich Hebrew Congregation, 3 Earlham Road, Norwich 

enquiries@norwichsynagogue.org.uk 

 

 

POLICE 

Emergency          999       Non emergency   101 

 

PARISH HALLS 

Bracecamp, Ormesby                     730365   

Village Centre, Ormesby                07490 688305 

All Saints Parish Hall, Scratby     384475 

COUNCILS 

Great Yarmouth Borough  856100 

Norfolk County       01603 222 222 

DOCTORS / DENTISTS 

Ormesby Medical Centre:  

Doctor           730205 

Dentist   730384  

Pharmacy  384000 

 

Hemsby Medical Centre:   

Doctor             731132 / 730449 

Dentist            732433 

Pharmacy   732429  

 

James Paget Hospital  452452  NHS non emergencies 111   

POST OFFICES 

Ormesby (Spar Shop)     730228   Scratby  730658 

 

TRANSPORT 

Bus Times/Information   0845 602 0121 

National Rail Enquiries    0871 200 4950 

RECREATION AND SPORT 

Bowls Club    730112 

 

Useful Information 

September Refuse Collections  

Green Bins  Weeks beginning  9 and 23 September   Black Bins  Weeks beginning  2, 16 and 30 September 

Mobile Library Timetable 

Dates of next Visits 

    6 Sept, 4 Oct, 1 Nov, 29 Nov & 27 Dec 

Choose items or reserve via the online catalogue for collection from a mobile library. 
You can return them to any branch library or mobile library in Norfolk. Items include: 
Fiction books for adults and children (book request 60p); Non-fiction books for adults 
and children (subject requests are free); Large print books (book request 60p); DVDs (a 
small charge); Audio books on CD and tape (a small charge) 
We do not charge for overdue books, although a repeat loan charge may apply for 
hired items (eg DVDs, games, CDs, and spoken word formats) not returned on the due 
date. A replacement charge may apply if items are lost or stolen. 

Village Arrival Departure Stop name 

Ormesby 1005 1045 Royal Oak 

Ormesby 1050 1105 Firs Avenue 

Ormesby 1110 1125 Beck Avenue 

Scratby 1435 1450 Beach Road 

Scratby 1455 1530 Beach Drive 

Scratby 1535 1550 Beach Rd Pages Stores 

California 1555 1610 Rottenstone Lane Bus stop 

   Services of Worship 
 

St Margaret Ormesby  see Notice Board 

Green Pastures Christian Fellowship Sundays at Bracecamp Hall at 1030 

Hemsby Methodist Church   Sundays at 1100 

       First Mondays 1000 Prayers for Healing 

               1015 Vineries Service  

       Wednesdays    1000 Coffee Morning 

St Ignatius Catholic Church Caister Vigil Mass   Sunday   at 1700 

       Weekday Mass  Tuesday at 1000 

Norwich Hebrew Congregation  Saturdays 1000 
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Adrian Peck  - Chairman 

01493 733737 

07768216402 apeck@ormesby.org 

Mick Cheetham  

01493 730220 

mcheetham@ormesby.org 

Geoff Freeman 

07764945753 

gfreeman@ormesby.org 

John Green 

01493 731347 

Robert Hill 

01493 730849 

rhill@ormesby.org 

 

Further information at www.ormesby.org 

Brian Jones 

01493 733705/07816350785 

bjones@ormesby.org 

Christine Lee 

07711873254 

clee@ormesby.org 

Steve Scott-Greenard 

sscottgreenard@ormesby.org 

07506357562 

Jim Shrimplin 

01493 730821 

jimshrimplin59@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Sylvia Bigg (Scratby) 

07538463509 

sbigg@ormesby.org 

John Gingell (Scratby) 

01493 730175 

jgingell@ormesby.org 

Kathryn Wendt  

Deputy Chair & (Scratby) 

07815132808 

kwendt@ormesby.org 

Reinhard Wendt (Scratby) 

07810814860  

rwendt@ormesby.org 

 

 

 

Parish Councillors  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary of Minutes of a meeting of Ormesby St Margaret with Scratby Parish Council 
 

Held on Monday 12 August at All Saints Parish Hall, Scratby  

 

Overgrown Footpaths and Hedges 
A member of the public expressed concern about the overgrown footpath from Station Road leading to the Burial Ground.  The Clerk  reported that this had 
been scheduled to be addressed by GYB Services in the next couple of weeks.  The issue was also to be put on the agenda for the Burial Ground meeting 
due to take place on the 24th August 2019. 
 
It was noted that the hedge on Yarmouth Road (The Dell, Nova Scotia Road) was still overgrown despite letters being sent to the occupier. 
 
Post Box – SPAR Shop 
The owner had written to the Parish Council to ask for support of their request to Royal Mail for a Post Box to be placed outside the store.  The Council 
agreed to support the proposed location, opposite the SPAR shop on the grass verge, adjacent to Ranworth Drive.  
 
Planning Issues 
A number of decisions from the Borough Council were reported and the Council also commented on a number of new planning applications. Please see the 
full minutes for details. 
 
Scratby Steps 
The Council had a lengthy and constructive discussion about the need for the means of access to the beach at Scratby to be replaced and improved, for the 
benefit of both holidaymakers and residents. The difficulties of raising the necessary funding were acknowledged, together with the fact that as yet, no 
funds had been committed by the Borough Council. 
 

To view a full version of the Parish Council minutes please visit www.ormesby.org  

Date of next meeting: Monday 9 September, The Village Centre, Ormesby St Margaret at 1900 

 

Report from the August 

Council Meeting 

Locations of Defibrillators in our Villages 

All Saints Parish Hall, Scratby 

Bracecamp Parish Hall, Ormesby 

Green Farm Caravan Park, Scratby 

Infants School, Ormesby 

Spar Shop, North Road, Ormesby 

Recreation Ground Pavilion, on Saturdays,  

9am till 1pm and Sundays during season 
10am till 1pm  

mailto:rhill@ormesby.org
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Problems Solved & Help Given……… 

Citizens Advice Coordinator, Steve Scott-Greenard on  
services available from Citizens Advice 

 
We help people find a way forward. 
We can all face problems that seem complicated or intimidating. At Citizens Advice we believe no 
one should have to face these problems without good quality, independent advice. 
 
That’s why we’re here: to give people the knowledge and the confidence they need to find their 
way forward - whoever they are, and whatever their problem. 
When people visit our Great Yarmouth office they are often surprised by the extent of advice 
which we offer. Here are some examples of the advice and support we can give our community and the partnerships which we have with other organisations.  
 

Advice Areas – We can help 
 
Benefits 

Our advisers are able to review your current situation and to check if you are entitled to additional benefits. We have a dedicated team to assist you with claims 
for Universal Credit. They can help you make the application and book your appointment at the Job Centre+ 

We assist with applications for all benefits and form filling if you need help. Sometimes applications for benefits are rejected and we assist with appeals. We are 
able to refer clients to request free legal representation at tribunals. 

 
Work 
 
Having a job is an essential part of most people's lives. When you are in work, you can be faced with many difficult issues, so it is essential to know what your 
rights are. Citizens Advice can help you to seek resolution with disputes and to recover what is owed to you from your employer. Often you may wish to query 
holiday entitlement and pay, sick pay or even getting your P45 at the end of your employment.  
 
Debt & Money 
 
Dealing with money issues can sometimes be off-putting, but if you don't understand how things like credit or mortgages work, you could end up losing out    
financially or getting yourself deep in debt. Citizens Advice can give you the information you need to make the right choices, including help to deal with your 
debt problems, how to avoid losing your home and how to get your finances back into shape. We have an in-house debt adviser to help find the best solution for 
you. 
 
Consumer Issues 
 
From buying a used car, a fitted kitchen or an online purchase there are many reasons a purchase can go wrong. Citizens Advice can help with complaints and 
methods to seek a resolution. We can also help with the legal processes of seeking small claims action if all other methods fail. We have a dedicated Consumer 
Helpline to help with detailed issues. 
 
Housing 
 
Housing issues will always arise and therefore you need to know your rights and responsibilities. You could also find yourself threatened with eviction if you 
can't cope with your mortgage payments. We provide information about how to go about renting or buying a home or just finding somewhere to live. You can 
also get advice on handling problems with your landlord and help to avoid losing your home. We have strong working partnerships with the Borough Council to 
help seek resolutions to rent issues and housing. 
 
Family 
 
Citizens Advice can let you know what your rights are if your relationship has broken down, for example whether you can stay in the family home or who the 
children should live with. You can also find out how to deal with things like making a will, registering a birth or changing your name, and where else to go for 
help. We have a strong relationship with Norfolk Family Mediation Services and can offer free 15 minute family law advice from our office.  
 
Health 
 
Problems about health care range from knowing what you are entitled to from the NHS to how to complain if the service is poor. We provide basic information 
about your rights to health care, the NHS complaints procedure, how much health care costs and we direct you to other specialist agencies who can provide you 
with help and more detailed information.  
 

 
As with all of our enquiries, if you do not have access to the internet, or you would like assistance with any area of advice, please con-
tact your local Citizens Advice office or drop-in for an advice session.  
 

 
You will find your local office at 2 Stonecutters Way, Great Yarmouth, NR30 1HF. We are open from 9.15 a.m. Mondays to Thursdays.  

 
We also run community sessions at Ormesby St. Margaret and Scratby. Please call 01493 738345 for more information.  

 
  
 

Stonecutters Way, 

Great Yarmouth 

01493 738345 
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At time of writing, our Schools  
are enjoying their summer break. 

 
The Autumn Term begins  

on Wednesday 4 September. 
 

We hope you had a super summer! 

 

“Icons” Artwork 

 

Sea Creatures Join The Dots—one easy (1-35), one a bit harder! (1-80) 
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The Animals of White Cows Farm  13 
By September, even the wheat harvest was gathered in at White Cows Farm. The fields now       
contained only stubble and the flowery margins where the insects fed. Marigold, on a round-the-
farm ramble, found that any snacking had to be done on the margins or in the hedgerows. It was by 
this route that she and Bluebell found themselves by the reed-beds on the edge of the Broad. 

After her earlier experiences (see July) of falling into pig wallows and ditches, Bluebell was now a 
little more cautious. Not a lot, just a little, as Marigold had noted. However, at least she had        
approached the Broad at something less than a flat gallop. (Not that Bluebell’s gallops could ever 
be described as flat, comprising as they usually did, a series of mad bounds.) However, on this    
occasion she had pulled up on the edge of the Broad rather than in it, which was encouraging, and 
was now giving the reeds a close inspection. 

‘Mam,’ she said, after a pause full of concentration, ‘there are balls of hay stuck to these reeds.’ 

Marigold wasn’t listening properly, being distracted by a passing bee that she thought she might 
have met before.  

‘Mmmmm,’ she said, and turned just in time to see Bluebell about to take a mouthful out of one of 
the balls. ‘Stop,’ she commanded, and as she did so, a very small squeaky voice said the same thing. 

Bluebell froze in mid gape, closed her mouth and then took another look at the ball of hay. A tiny face was peering out at her. 

The squeaky voice said something else and Bluebell shook her head to get the squeaking out of her ears.  

‘Are you a fairy?’ she asked, with dim memories of a story Farmer Fred’s granddaughter had read her.  

The tiny face laughed quite a lot and appeared out of the ball. It was on the tiniest mouse Bluebell had ever seen. No more than a couple of inches long, it 
had a tail that was at least as long as it’s body and it hung upside down on the reed stem like an acrobat. 

‘I am a harvest mouse,’ it squeaked. ‘Pleased to meet you Bluebell.’ 

‘How do you know my name?’ asked the calf, mystified.  

‘Patch told Eostre the Hare, and Eostre told everyone else. Eostre is a terrible gossip,’ said the mouse reflectively. ‘Welcome to White Cows Bluebell, but 
please don’t eat my nest!’ 

‘That is your nest?’ asked Bluebell. 

‘Yes, and I have 8 babies in it, so please take care.’ 

Hardly daring to breathe, Bluebell brought one eye very close to the nest and peered in. It 
was a very well made structure, but there was a little entry hole where the mouse had come 
out, and through this, Bluebell peered in. Inside, sure enough, were 8 tiny, white, blind        
babies. 

‘Wow,’ she said, when she was sure she was far enough distant to avoid blowing the nest 
away. ‘When will they come out and play?’ 

‘Oh, not for a while yet,’ replied the mouse, ‘not until they can see. But when they do, I’ll be 
sure to introduce you.’ 

‘Thank you,’ said Bluebell politely, ‘and I promise not to eat any nests now I know what they 
are.’ 

The mouse flicked her prehensile tail and twisted round on the reed stem, in order to go back 
into her home. 

‘Bye Bluebell, bye Marigold,’ she squeaked. ‘Byeee.’ 

Copyright  H L Peck 

Marigold  

  

Dates for Caister 
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Ormesby Bowls Club 

The Club is thriving with plenty 
going on in the leagues and the 
start of the in-house competi-
tions.  We have played the first 
round of our annual friendly away 
against Waveney Bowls Club and 

won so we have points in hand when they play us on the re-
turn match at home in August. Hopefully we will win the 
Shield this year as Waveney are the present holders.  Roll ups 
are held on Thursdays and Saturdays at 2 p.m. and new 
members are very welcome.  

Any enquiries please contact either Margaret on 01493 
730112 or Janet on 01493 856510. 

Ormesby Lads FC Youth Football Club 
based in Ormesby 

Ormesby Lads Football Club, 
in the Great Yarmouth area, 

was founded in 1991. For 
the 2018/19 season we have 
teams for Under 7's, Under 
8's, Under 9's, Under 10's, 
Under 11's and Under 12's. 

www.ormesbyladsfc.org.uk 
 

See also Page 15 

  

The Broadlands Men’s 
Shed  

at the  

Wind Energy Museum  

Repps with Bastwick 

NR29 5JU 

 

Meets 10.30—2.30 on Mondays  

 

The Men’s Shed originates from Australia and is a place 
where men can work on projects of their choice, make 

friends, socialise over a cuppa and    relax. Whether 
you are retired or have finished a hard week at work… 

it might be just the place for you. 

Contact: Debra Nicholson 

Tel: 07796407864 

Email: debra@windenergymuseum.co.uk 

 

Prize Bingo   

Saturday  21 September 

At Bracecamp Hall Ormesby 

Doors Open    1.30pm    Eyes Down      2.00pm 

Raffle 

Tombola Table 

Free Refreshments  

Non Members most welcome 

Scratby & California Club  
The Scratby and California Residents Club  

meets at All Saints Parish Hall, Scratby 

on Thursday from 2 pm to 4 pm on a weekly basis. 

 

We have a varied programme of activities, from film shows, quizzes, 
speakers and some outings, and we sometimes simply enjoy a good 

chat over refreshments. 

 

For further details about our club contact: 

 Sylvia on 01493 732403 or Colin 01493 732407 

 Great Ormesby WI—Programme for 2019 

  
 

 

Should you wish to join us  
you will be very welcome.  

We meet on the second Wednesday of the month 
at 2pm  

at the Bracecamp Hall.  
You can contact our secretary Rita  

on telephone 01493 731490.  
 

September 11th  Friends of Horsey Seals 

Ormesby Bridge Club 

Every Friday at the Bracecamp Hall  

from 7 pm to 10 pm  

We are a friendly Bridge Club  

playing Duplicate Bridge . 

Beginners, improvers or seasoned players all welcome. 

Contact tel 731671 

Great Yarmouth and  

Gorleston Memory Club 

meets every Monday morning at 
10am  

at All Saints Parish Hall in Scratby.  

For further information RING  

Sandra Edmonds on 01493 494217  

or Kerry Hunt 07887984341 Or go to the 
website: gygmemoryclub.co.uk 

 
 
 

In December 
2011, at the suggestion and with the support of Natural England and the Broads    
Authority (the originators of the seal project at Horsey), a group of volunteer seal 
wardens set up a committee to take over management of the wardening scheme. 
Friends of Horsey Seals was born and has managed the project since then. 
 
To learn more, come along to our meeting on 11 September! 

http://www.ormesbyladsfc.org.uk/
http://www.ormesbyladsfc.org.uk/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=wi+logo&view=detailv2&&id=9579158617A58E085C2FE0166E271127732591A7&selectedIndex=0&ccid=d9JW5AOy&simid=608031245541310697&thid=OIP.M77d256e403b23042f4d5239550da7cb1H0
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AUGUST 2018 

Events at All Saints Parish Hall 

   

INDOOR & OUTDOOR MARKETS EVERY FRIDAY 
9.30-1.30PM 

Sellers: Gates open 8.45am Buyers 9.30am 
Pitch fee is £3. No need to book for Outdoors but 
please book for Indoors and bring your own table.  

Sorry no fast food outlets  
[Indoor markets start again every Friday from 4th October  

£3 a table & £1 a clothes rail—Stalls need to be booked] 

QUIZ NIGHT with Sandwich Platter  

Saturday 7th September   7-9.30pm 
£7.50 per person.     

Teams any number up to 6.   
You can bring your favourite tipple if you wish. 
Raffle raising funds for ‘Step by Step’ towards  

improving access to Scratby Beach.  
 

email   tinahewitt53@gmail.com  
or ring Tina 01493 730587 before 7pm 

Scratby Short Mat Bowls Club 

meets at All Saints Parish Hall, Scratby  

every Wednesday, 1.30 - 4pm. 

New members very welcome -  

Flat indoor shoes to be worn.  

For further details, phone Dave  

on 01493 730732. 

 

 

 

Welcome-In Group 

The Welcome-In Group meets every Thursday  

at All Saints Parish Hall, Beach Road,  

Scratby NR29 3AJ  

from 10.30am -12.30pm. 

 

New members are always welcome, if you would be interested in joining contact 

Marie Haynes on 01493 717794. 

Advance notice! 

Festive  

Christmas Fair  
Saturday 23rd November  

4pm till 7pm  

All Saints Parish Hall, Scratby  

£10 table—please bring own table  

 

Please call Tina 01493 730587– 
before 7pm  

 

mailto:tinahewitt53@gmail.com
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AUGUST 2018 

 

Baloo the bouncing dog 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian Jones 

Ormesby St Margaret 

Life of Brian 

 
I was getting used to the sound of the air raid warning. It’s long wailing  

would wake me as I slept and I would lay awake and listen for the 
 sounds of the bombers in the distance. Every night now we slept in the shelter. 

My father would assure me that there were no creepy crawlies in the bunks. He had  
sunk the Anderson shelter quite deep and formed steps to go down into the entrance. 

We had filled sand bags and they were placed all around; and a wall was built of sand bags in front  
of the entrance. My father had called it a blast wall.   He had let me help fill them with my small   
shovel.  
When my sister Doris came home at the weekends she slept opposite me and would tell me a story as 
we lay in the dark to get me off to sleep. I remember it was a good story about a dog called Bobby 
who had lots of adventures but I never knew how they ended as I apparently fell asleep. 
 
My father was a keen gardener and had raspberry canes near the shelter. The fruit was delicious and I 
was often caught picking the biggest and then trying to rub the red stains off my hands. My mother 
would tell me that if my father caught me I would be in trouble as apparently he swapped fruit and 
vegetables for eggs and rabbit meat with neighbours. 
 
One late afternoon after school I was helping my father in the garden when suddenly a German    
Messerschmitt 109 fighter dived down and flew along the gardens with its guns firing. My father stuck 
his spade into the ground and dived on top of me and then it was gone. When my father stood up and 
brushed us both down he let out a roar of anger. When he held his spade up there was a hole in the 
middle of the blade.  
We kept the spade and after the war my father would show visitors from abroad how close the  
war had come to us. 
 

Next month, the incendiary bomb that bounced off our house roof, landed in  
my father’s cabbage patch and burst into flames, and his frantic  

attempt to put the fire out. 
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From Our Wine Correspondent  -  

German Hock. We all know the name here in the UK but ask a German what ‘Hock’ is and 
they won’t know. So here's a short history of the wine and how it got it's anglicised name. 

From the 17 century, wines had begun to be imported here from Germany. That trend 
steadily increased when we also imported a German to take the throne, King George I. 
These imported German wines were white, mainly from the central region of the Rhine. The 
town of Hochheim am Main was a centre of wine trade in the Rhine region, where wines of 
the very best quality were sold. Wines from this trading centre were known as 
"Hochheimer" wines. As often happens in England where foreign words are typically         
corrupted, "Hochheimer" meaning "from Hochheim," became "hockamore" , then over time 
dwindling down to simply "hock." By the end of the 18 century, the term "hock" was the 
standard term used to refer to any German white wine which was imported into Britain. 
That has held true right through the Regency, the reign of George IV, and on into the 19th 
century. 

It was in the Rhine region of Germany that the Riesling variety of grapes originated. Riesling 
grapes are aromatic and high in natural fruity acid. They are best grown in a cool climate. Wines made from these grapes are generally light in alcoholic    
content and can range from dry to semi-sweet to sweet. Riesling wines are pleasing to the palate of even novice wine drinkers. Wines made from Riesling 
grapes do not have to be aged for long periods to produce a pleasant and drinkable wine. However, they can be aged for several decades and will continue 
to improve with age. In fact, white wines made from Riesling grapes can age for much longer than can many red wines. Younger wines are aromatic, with a 
crisp and fruity flavour, due to the naturally high acidic content. These young wines tend to be fairly dry, while wines aged for longer periods tend to become 
increasingly sweet over time, though they usually retain their fruity flavours. 

In 1845, when she travelled to Germany with her husband, Queen Victoria spent some time in the Rhine region. She and Prince Albert stopped at a vineyard 
near Hochheim where they had a picnic and sampled the local wines. The Queen enjoyed the light and fruity taste of the Riesling wine, and the vintner asked 
permission to re-name his vineyard after her. Victoria’s preference for the white wines of Germany quickly made them popular among the growing middle 
classes of Britain. Hock was soon imported into Britain in large quantities. But as often happens with demand there were those who produced cheaper,   
lower quality versions. By the end of the 19th century, the glut of poor quality white wines on the market had nearly destroyed the reputation of hock 
among the wine connoisseurs. Riesling wines are only now starting to be appreciated once again by them. 

So what does the future hold for German wine in the 21st century with climate change? Well actually it is acknowledged that German wine has never been 
better. In fact like English wine it has been a major beneficiary of it. So now there is no need to add sweetening to compensate for the acidity as the grapes 
are fully ripe and producing dry wines in all the three colours. They are producing low alcohol wines that are strong on flavour. It has the added benefit of 
complimenting so many foods.  

The Pinot Gris (called Grauburgunder in Germany) and Pinot Blanc (Weissburgunder) are now competing with the classic Riesling. The Pinot wines are not 
easy to find here yet but hopefully in years to come there will be more importers. 

You can find a Riesling at Aldi for as little as £4.79 and Tesco from £5.00. Final snippet of information— ‘trocken’ is German for dry.  

 

  

 

HEDGEHOG Pincushion 
 

You will need: 
  Small amounts of brown and beige DK yarn 
  Size 3.25 mm needles (size 10) 
  3 small black beads for features 
  Small amount of toy stuffing 
 
With brown cast on 6 sts 
Row 1 and every alternate row (RS) Purl 
Row 2 (kfb) into every stitch = 12 sts 
Row 4 (k1, kfb) to end = 18 sts 
Row 6 (k2, kfb) to end = 24 sts 
Row 8 (k3, kfb) to end = 30 sts 
Continue in reverse stocking st for 17 more rows, ending on a purl row 
 
Change to beige yarn 
Next and every alternate row (WS) Purl 
Next row (k3, k2tog) to end = 24 sts 
Next row (k2, k2tog) to end = 18 sts 
Next row (k1, k2 tog) to end = 12 sts 
Next row (k2tog) to end = 6 sts 
Next row (k2tog) to end = 3 sts. 
Break yarn, thread through remaining sts and secure. 
 
Ears (make 2) 
With beige cast on 4 sts,  
Row 1 purl to end 
Row 2 k1, k2tog, k1 
Row 3 purl to end 
Row 4 slip 1, k2tog, psso, break yarn and fasten off. 
 

Kath Watson 

 

 

Making up  

 

Sew up body seam leaving an opening for stuffing.  

Turn right side out, stuff firmly, sew up opening.  

Using picture as a guide sew on ears and beads, and hey presto 
your pincushion is complete! 
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Test Yourself……….. 

 The “What do you know about the USA” 

Quiz 
1. Where did the Mayflower land? 

2. What is the address of the White House? 

3. How many stripes are there on the American flag? 

4. Which US State did America buy from Russia? 

5. How many senators are there in the Senate? 

6. Edward Kennedy was senator for which State? 

7. Who shot Abraham Lincoln? 

8. Name the 5 New York boroughs. 

9. What is the 50th state which joined in 1959? 

10. What is the longest river in the US? 

11. Name the 4 Presidents on Mount Rushmore 

12. Which of these is not a national park? Yosemite, Disneyland, Grand   
Canyon and Yellowstone 

13. Johnny Cash sang about Fulsome Prison. In which State is it situated? 

14. What was John F Kennedy’s second name? 

15. How many American Presidents are still alive and can you name them? 

 

From the Ormesby Quizmaster  Mick Cheetham 

Answers on Page 16 

 

  

HEALTH NEWS September 2019  

Welcome to your monthly health news from your local GP surgery! 
 
Flu vaccination! Our flu vaccines for people over 65 arrive in mid September so look out for our       
Saturday walk in clinics or call us to book an appointment for your vaccination at your convenience. 
We stay open late on Mondays & Tuesdays until 8pm at Martham so you can get your vaccination in 
the evenings if you prefer. If you are under 65 the vaccines have been delayed until October because of 
a global problem, but we will be holding walk in clinics on Saturdays and evenings, as well as usual day 
time appointments. This year we have a special flu vaccination available for people who have allergies to 
the usual vaccine. If you are housebound please let us know if you would like a home visit for your 
vaccine.  Flu spreads around the world each year from Australia & Asia over to the Northern Hemisphere in our winter, and 
flu has been particularly bad in the Southern Hemisphere in their winter (our summer), so it would be wise if you are in an at-
risk group or over 65 to get vaccinated as early as possible.   

 
Free Health Checks for people suffering from poor mental health are available! Often people with serious mental illness are at risk of physical problems 
too and we are now offering free physical health checks to people in this group. People without any illness who are aged between 40-74 are also eligible for 
a free NHS health check – just contact us to book your appointment! 

 
There can be a lot of sugar in the products we consume, and for children   
going back to school it’s the perfect time to cut down by making one or two 
simple swaps when shopping to lower sugar cereals, yoghurts, drinks and 
snacks during the school day; at breakfast, in lunch boxes and after school. 
There is a free Change4Life ‘Food Scanner’ app which can be used to scan 
food labels to show content and is free to download from the App store or 
Google Play  
  
 

 
Do you have trouble sleeping? Insomnia is the most common of all sleep disorders. Sleeping pills do not provide 
natural sleep and they are usually ineffective. There is now a free online course available through the NHS called 
Sleepstation which helps people sleep better without pills. It has been shown to help people with insomnia    
regain a better sleep pattern through CBTi (cognitive behavioural therapy for insomnia). CBTi is more effective 
than sleeping pills and is recommended for even the most severe insomnia. For more information go online to 
https://www.sleepstation.org.uk/  
 
Having trouble losing weight? If you are overweight and want to regain a healthy weight, we can help. Make an 
appointment to discuss this with one of our nurses and it is possible we may be able to offer a 12 week free        
referral to Slimming World to help you get back to a healthy weight.  

https://www.sleepstation.org.uk/
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Gardening Notes for September 

Its funny. As soon as the kids put on their school uniforms, Mother Nature decides its time for Autumn.  Shorter days, 
colder nights and probably the rain we needed a month earlier.  Still I’m sure it won’t stop us making the most of the best 
she has to offer. 

There will be gaps in the flower border now.  Phlox will be coming to an end but there is still a good show to be had with 
Heleniums, Achilles, Penstemons, Echinacea, Roses, Dahlias, Zinnias and Rudbeckia, providing they have been deadhead-
ed.  These are now joined by later flowering Asters, Anemones, Sedums and Chrysanthemums (mums for short).  Some of 
the annuals like Calendula, Amaranthus and Nicotiana should still be going strong and grasses will be coming into their 

own. 

Now is the best time to deal with the lawn. Cut the grass, rake up and down then across to remove 
the thatch.  You will be amazed with what you collect and the lawn will not look pretty.  Next you 
must push the fork in every foot or so to ease compaction. Sand, or a mixture of compost and seed,  
can be sprinkled into the holes if necessary and the lawn can be edged.  This is also the time to cut 
back overhanging plants so the grass can get some light and air. 

Many baskets and pots will now be past their best so the contents can be added to the compost bin 
and the containers replanted either for Autumn  with small Shrubs, Grasses and Perennials like  
Heucheras, Sedum and Cyclamen or, for Winter/Spring with bulbs then maybe Wallflowers, Forget -
me-Nots or Pansies and Violas. 

Carry on taking cuttings especially if you want to keep large pelargoniums or Fuchsias over winter.  
Instead of 6 pots you can keep a pot with 6 cuttings although I prefer the former. 

Divide perennials that have finished flowering.  Plants such as Geraniums, Alchemilla Mollis, Day  
Lilies, Crocosmia and Phlox can be done now but don’t touch the grasses. 

In the veg patch finish lifting Onions and Potatoes and pick Sweetcorn.  Also to be picked are        
Autumn Raspberries, Blackberries, and of course Apples and Pears.  Sow a few salad leaves and 
spring onions and start planting out Cauliflower, Cabbage and Broccoli.  If sowing Onions don’t plant 
them in the same place as last time. 

 

Have a good month.  At least the kids are back at school so no trips out and just make sure you    
enjoy your garden. Don’t just work on it! 

 

HAZEL     GREAT ORMESBY AND DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB 
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DAVIDMINISTER 
KITCHENS  BATHROOMS  BEDROOMS 

Tel:  01493 732777 

www.davidminister.co.uk 

IF YOU LOVE INTERIOR DESIGN AND A 

TOUCH OF ELEGANCE THEN YOU'VE COME 

TO THE RIGHT PLACE.  

WE CAN BREATHE NEW LIFE INTO YOUR 

HOME THROUGH OUR KITCHEN,  

BATHROOM AND BEDROOM 

 FITTING AND DESIGN SERVICES. 

 

 

 

Ormesby St Margaret still has  

Small Allotment Plots Available 

2 rods per plot which is approximately   

50 square metres 
 

Costs £5.00 for a whole year  
 

For further information ring Kathryn on 
07815 132808 

 

 

Hayley Allen  

 

Body Control Pilates (Certified Teacher) 

Beginner/Intermediate Class 

Thursday 5pm at Ormesby Bracecamp 

 

(All Ages and fitness levels/ Mats/Cushions provided) 
 

To book or for more information please call Hayley on 

07767 864568 or 

email: hayley@hayleyallenpilates.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:hayley@hayleyallenpilates.co.uk
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Parish Halls and Recreation Ground 

   All Saints Parish Hall, Scratby         Bracecamp Hall, Ormesby St  Margaret 

Bookings: 01493 384475 

  

    4th Tuesday evening—Nightingales Womens Institute 
Georgina Nicholas-Jago email vinnieandgeorgie@icloud.com 
     
Bi-monthly on 2nd Monday evening—Council meeting 

 
The charge for regular bookings is £8 per hour. Casual             
bookings are charged at £10 per hour with a minimum 

charge for parties of £40. 

Activity Contact 

Monday afternoon 4-6pm 
Music Theatre and Dance 
Classes 
Monday evening 6.30—
7.30pm  
Tai Chi 
 

Lisa White-Joubert 
07515377909 
 
Andrew Jones 
07926322247 

Tuesday afternoon  
Dancing (in term time) 
  
1st three Tuesday evenings 
of the month 
Egyptian Dancing 7-8pm   

Paula Hacon   
07894468275 

 
Anna Hales 
07952713045 

Wednesday morning  
Tigger club (during term 
time) 

  
01493 731917 

Wednesday afternoon  
- Art club 

Jill Mole  
01493 731024 

Wednesday evening  
- Dog training 

Christine 
07810772349 

Thursday evening  
- Flamenco dancing 

Angela 07597189083 

Friday morning and after-
noon  - Toddlers Football—
”Footie Tots” 
  

Sam Kemp 
07706176136 

 

The Recreation Grounds 

 

The Parish Council Recreation Ground 
(Station Road Ormesby) provides a 

playground for small children, and is 
home to a couple of village clubs.  

 

Ormesby Lads Football Club: With the season 
now over the Club held it's annual           
presentation evening on 11th May at the   
Bermuda Club. Attention has now turned to 
summer tournaments including our own 
event over the weekend 10th/11th August at 
Station Road.     
 

Contacts: www.ormesbyladsfc.org.uk   
Phil Myhill, Club Secretary on 07733 030064.  

 
 

Ormesby Bowls Club is also based at the  
Recreation Grounds. Contacts:  

 
Margaret on 01493 730112  

or Janet on 01493 856510—see Page 8 

If you have any ideas for further use of 
the grounds that would be compatible 
with the existing clubs, please contact 
the Parish Council—details on Page 4. 

 
 

 

DAY FUNCTION ROOM MAIN HALL 

Every Sunday  Baptist Church  9am-1pm 

Every  

Monday 

Memory Club 10am-2pm 

Pilates    6.30-7.30pm 

Broadland Gymnastics 4.30-7.30 

Every 

Tuesday 

 Pilates    9.30am-10.30am 

Boxercise   6.30-7.30pm 

Every  

Wednesday  

Weightwatchers  8.30-9.30am 

Carers Trust Norfolk 10-2pm 

Camera Club 7.30-10pm 

Art Group 9.30-12.30 

Bowls Group 1.30-4pm 

Slimming World 7.30-9pm 

Alternate 

Wednesdays  

Citizens Advice  see P 5 for 

details   2.45-5.15pm 

 

Every  

Thursday 

Welcome In Group 10.30-

12.30 

Scratby Club  2.00-4pm 

Events Team Use 4.00-6pm 

Seated Yoga  9.30-10.15am 

Yoga               10.30-11.30am 

Events Team Use  3-4pm 

Body Highlights 6.30-7.30pm 

Every Friday Forget-me-not Café  9.30-

1.30pm 

See separate ads for special 

events 

Village Centre 

Contact Tel: 07490 688305 

DAY ORGANISATION TIME CONTACT 

MONDAY W 
MONDAY W 

LAST MONDAY 
of month  

IST 2ND & 3RD 
MONDAYS 

BOBBIN LACEMAKING 
BROWNIES 
GARDEN CLUB 
 
LINE DANCING 

7.30-9.30 
5.30-7.00 
7.30-10.00 
 
7.30-10.00 

730599 
732288 
733801 
 
669582 

TUESDAY W 
TUESDAY W 
TUESDAY W 

BOBBIN LACEMAKING 
SHORTMAT BOWLS 
TABLE TENNIS 

2.00-4.00 
1.30-4.00 
7.00-10.00 

730599 
730664 

WEDNESDAY W 
WEDNESDAY W 
WEDNESDAY M 

YOGA 
BADMINTON 
WI 

5.30-7.00 
7.30-10.30 
2.00-4.00 

732717 
07776304652 
731490 

THURSDAY W KEEP FIT 
QUILTING AND CRAFT 
PILATES 
LINE DANCING 
YOUNG AT ART 

10.00-11.00AM 
2.00-4.00 
5.00PM 
7.30-10.00PM 
7.00-9.00 

730664 
730599 
07767864568  
private 
07999895155 

FRIDAY W YOGA 
SHORTMAT BOWLS 
BRIDGE CLUB 

10.00-12.00 
1.30-4.00 
7.00-10.00 

732717 
730664 
731671 

SATURDAY F 
 

SATURDAY M 
SATURDAY M 

DANCES, MIKE & JACKIE 
 
BOBBIN LACEMAKING 
BRITISH LEGION BINGO 

7.00-10.00 
 
11.00-3.00 
1.30-4.00 

01263 
502215 
730599 
731015 

SUNDAY W GREEN PASTURES  
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

10.00-1.00 751312 

W = WEEKLY,  F = FORTNIGHTLY,  M = MONTHLY 
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Answers to the Quiz 

 
1. Plymouth, Massachusetts 
2. 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
3. Thirteen 
4. Alaska 
5. 100 
6. Massachusetts 
7. John Wilkes Booth 
8. Brooklyn, Queens, Manhattan, 
Bronx, Staten Island. 
9. Hawaii 
10. Missouri River, approx. 2450 
miles long 
11. Abraham Lincoln, George 
Washington, Theodore Roosevelt, 
Thomas Jefferson 
12. Disneyland 
13. California 
14. Fitzgerald 
15. Five: Donald Trump,        
Barack Obama, George W Bush,             
Bill Clinton, Jimmy Carter 

Under New Management  

 
 

Opening hours: Tuesday to Saturday, 4pm - 8.30pm 

Phone orders welcome 

 

 

 

GARY NICHOLS 

Telephone: 01493 243 443   

Mobile: 07961 039 390 

Email: nicholsroofing@aol.com 

 

 

 

BEST ENGLISH MEATS AND POULTRY -  EST. OVER 80 YEARS 

SITE 26 MARKET PLACE, GREAT YARMOUTH   TEL 07749706574 
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Yemen 

Reviewing my diaries recently,  I chanced across scribblings of old Yemeni visits.  Wondering how it all 

looks today, I read up on its situation in light of the drawn-out civil war.  I was shocked to see the huge 

numbers of Yemenis killed and the devastation that has taken place on many of the fine buildings that I 

was familiar with.  Additionally, it appears that most of the population is starving and almost no medical 

supplies are getting to them. 

Before this horrible war, my experience with the Yemenis was always enjoyable.  They were incredibly 

hospitable, which is an attribute that I experienced with many locals all over the Arabian Peninsula.  They 

were also very friendly, jolly and a bit wild which appealed to that side of my nature. 

The Yemenis even back then were a passionately tribal bunch and there were occasional skirmishes    

between tribes.  Normally, I would fly into Sana’a, the capital city which is on a 7500 foot high plateau 

and then travel for 3 hours by car through the magnificent rugged mountains to the Red Sea coastal city 

of Hudaydah.  

On one trip, I was advised to fly to Hudaydah from Sana’a due to a skirmish over the mountain road 

where 17 villagers had died in a tribal fire-fight.  After 5 days in Hudaydah, I’d finished my business and 

was planning to fly back to Sana’a but was told that I would be given a lift as the fighting was over.  On 

that drive I photographed some of the aftermath of the skirmish where an oil tanker was still burning. 

(See photo)  

I spent 4 years living in Jeddah, a major city in the Magic Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.  Having made several 

business trips to Yemen from Jeddah,  I said to Brigitte (wife) that she ought to visit with me in an over-

land holiday adventure trip.  Normally only Yemenis and Saudis were allowed to cross the border by road but after much perseverance and an elaborate 

story that wasn’t strictly factual, the Captain of the Jeddah police gave me written permission to make the trip.  Just crossing the border is a story all by it-

self and too long to discuss  in this article. 

An agreeable stay was had in a comfortable Hudaydah hotel.  From there, we visited Yemeni friends and as is customary in most parts of the Arabian      

Peninsula, groups of Arab men sit segregated from the women.  I sat in a room on the floor with 18 Yemenis. We all had our backs to the wall facing a huge 

pile of branches in the middle of the room.  From time to time someone would grab a branch, pick off a leaf, put it in his mouth, chew it and let the chewed 

leaves stay inside the mouth so that his cheek stuck out like he’d jammed a tennis ball in it.  This is a stimulant they call ‘qat’ that about 80% of the Yemenis 

adults chew.  I was told that it gives a slight high and keeps one awake but to be honest it was like cramming one’s mouth full of privet leaves with no real 

effect.  I would have got a bigger kick out of a shot of scotch or several cups of coffee. 

 I noticed that the guest sitting on my left gently stroked his leaves before popping them into his mouth.  I didn’t understand the meaning of this but be-

lieved it to be some kind of ritual.  However, I was soon to find out as this gentleman showed me a 

small white caterpillar crawling around the edge of a leaf. 

“Eat that and you’ll turn blue”, he exclaimed. 

 So that was the reason to stroke the leaves which I’m sure you’d agree was a great incentive for me to 

quickly follow the same ritual. 

After a while, they thought it would be interesting to dress me up like a Yemeni.  Always game for a bit 

of fun, I agreed.  Dressed in the local head dress, wrapped around with what seemed like a large table 

cloth,  I then donned a decorated belt holding a jambia which is a traditional curved Arabic dagger. 

I can’t say that I looked much like a Yemeni but everyone had a good laugh looking at a Westerner in 

their apparel.  However, the fun was not over and my host asked me to move to another room.  In the 

room were a few family members both male and female.  

Suddenly, another door opened and Brigitte walked in dressed as a local Yemeni lady.  Our hosts had 

obviously planned this event before we arrived and everybody collapsed in fits of laughter. See photo 

of Brigitte & me that provided the Yemeni humour. 

More stories from Yemen to follow! 

Dave Lees 
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To keep up to date or book an appointment 

please visit www.miss-unique.co.uk. 

We now offer Hairdressing  

and have plenty of new treatments in store for the future 

which include  

Barbering, Derma Peels, Permanent Make-up,  

Tattoo Removal and much more.   

   

http://www.miss-unique.ok.uk
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Puppy Smuggling 
On 1 August the British Veterinary Association (BVA) welcomed the launch of 
an inquiry into puppy smuggling, which will consult on tougher controls on pet     
imports, the impact of Lucy’s Law, and whether the UK’s demand for puppies can be 
met through domestic breeding. If you want to respond to the consultation you 
have until 23 September. See www.parliament.uk. 

 

A Dogs Trust report states:  

“Puppies continue to be bred in large numbers in Central and Eastern Europe, some-
times in horrific conditions.  

 Puppies are subjected to long journeys in cramped, filthy conditions with little or no food or water.  

 Vets in Lithuania and Poland are falsifying data on pet passports allowing puppies under the legal minimum age of 15 weeks to travel into Great Brit-
ain.  

 Lithuanian vets have suggested it is easier to smuggle a medicated (sedated) puppy into Great Britain following the change in passport protocol. One 
vet went so far as to sell us (Dogs Trust) the sedative for the puppy.  

 Some experienced traders are importing puppies when they are 12-14 weeks of age, instead of below 10 weeks, making it much harder for the        
authorities to assess their age. However, puppies much younger than this are still being detected at the borders too. 

 Puppies are travelling in ones and twos rather than litters of four or five, again so as not to raise the suspicion of the authorities.  

With thanks to the BVA and Dogs Trust websites. 

 

 

 

Finn 

PUG CASE STUDY  
A litter of four Pugs was seized at Dover in May 2017, on suspicion of being underage.  
The puppies, aged around four to five weeks old, were transported over a thousand miles from the Czech Republic to Great Britain in a small wicker 
basket. The basket had a layer of cling film wrapped across it, with just one small breathing hole made in the top.  Upon their arrival into Great     
Britain, the puppies were taken to quarantine as part of the Puppy Pilot to receive urgent veterinary care. None of the puppies had been weaned, 
indicating that they had been taken from their mother far too young.  
Staff worked round-the-clock to feed and care for them, and whilst three of the puppies began to improve, one of the puppies showed worrying 
neurological and physical issues. Staff treated the puppy but his health deteriorated and he died.  

https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/environment-food-and-rural-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2017/puppy-smuggling-inquiry-launched-17-19/
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Open 4.30pm — 11pm 

Cash Only 

    

Open 4.30pm — 11pm 

Cash Only 

High Class Chinese and English Food to Takeaway 

 

2 Rottenstone Lane Scratby, NR29 3QT 

Tel: 01493 732388 

Telephone Orders most Welcome 
Open Daily 4.30pm till 11pm 

Including Bank Holiday 

Until end of October 

opening times may vary 

Closed in the Winter 

 

Cash Only  Collection only 

  

 

High Class Chinese 

and English Food  

to Takeaway 

 

2 Rottenstone Lane Scratby, NR29 3QT 

Tel: 01493 732388 

Telephone Orders most Welcome  

Open Daily 4.30pm till 11pm  

opening times may vary - closed in the Winter 

Cash Only  Collection only 
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Tastebuds 

Tearooms 
 

Open daily, serving a 
range of hot and cold meals, homemade cakes, 

cream teas and so much more.  

104 Beach Road Scratby, nr29 3pg 

07718 642565 

 

 

Trisha’s Chippy  

open 7 days a week  

12 till 10pm 

Free delivery  

Cards accepted  

Under new management  

Find us on Facebook for menu or call in to collect 
menu  

133 California Rd, California 01493 732876 

MOT 
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 Hemsby Road, Scratby, Norfolk NR29 2PQ Tel 01493 731305 

Dabs ‘n’ Crabs 
For Fresh Fish, Smoked Fish  

and Shellfish 

 

Finalists in the Farm Shop Deli Awards 2018 
 

Tracy Wrightson  

and her family  

pride themselves on the variety 
and freshness of their fish 
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 Are you working from home, retired or semi-retired? 

 Are you healthy, sociable and do you love walking? 

 Do you have a very secure garden? 

 Would you like to earn a little extra? 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and join the PetStay family and look forward to              

welcoming some delightful doggy guests into your home 

CONTACT US FOR AN INFORMAL CHAT: 

Norfolk   -  sophia@petstay.net    

01603 327326 / 07861957551                                     

DO YOU MISS HAVING 

A DOG AROUND THE 

HOUSE? 

Open 7 Days a Week including Bank Holidays 

Opening Hours 

12.00 to 2pm (except Fridays) 5.30pm - 11.00pm 

2 Filby Lane,  

Ormesby St Margaret, Great Yarmouth, NR29 3JR 

Tel: 01493 731111 / 01493 731101 

 

Email: info@planetspice.ormesby.co.uk 

www.planetspiceormesby.co.uk 

 

The Rain or Shine Theatre Company in 

As You Like It 
If you weren’t there on Saturday 17 August at the Village Centre, Ormesby St Margaret, I am afraid you 

missed it! Make a note not to miss their next performance in the winter! 

As You Like It is a pastoral comedy by William Shakespeare, believed to have been written in 1599 and first 
published in the First Folio in 1623. The play's first performance is uncertain, though a performance at   
Wilton House in 1603 has been suggested as a possibility. 
The play follows its heroine Rosalind as she flees persecution in her uncle's (in this case, aunt’s) court,     
accompanied by her cousin Celia, to find safety and love in the Forest of Arden. In the forest they meet a 
variety of memorable characters, notably the melancholy traveller Jaques who speaks many of            
Shakespeare's most famous speeches (such as "All the world's a stage”).  
 

The performance began well, with Anthony Young as the Fool, Touchstone, channelling his inner music hall 
in an audience friendly singalong. Then we had an abrupt change from slapstick to beauty as the cast set 
the scene for the coronation of the usurping Duchess with a performance of Vivat Regina so moving that it 
raised the hairs on the back of my neck. 
 

The cast of 7 included old friends Anthony Young, Pippa Meekings and Rob Keeves, and some new recruits 
to Rain or Shine. As ever, the team worked well as an ensemble, managing a bewildering range of costume 

and character changes with slick efficiency and the occasional ad libs to the audience. After the performance in the pouring rain at Mannington the day  
before, we learned afterwards that some of those costumes had barely dried in time! 
 

As noted above, this is another of Shakespeare’s plays that readily lends itself to a game of spot the quote. In addition to the one above, I noted “seeking 
the bubble of reputation even in the cannon’s mouth,” “whoever loved who loved not at first sight”, “Men have died from time to time and worms have 
eaten them, but not for love,” “sans eyes, sans teeth, sans everything”, the last providing interesting evidence of the prevalence of French in the Tudor 
court. 
 

All credit then to Rain or Shine that the familiar lines are convincingly delivered as part of a conversation rather than, as is often the case, in almost visible 
quotation marks. Special praise (and I am quoting a fellow member of the audience here) should also go to Pippa Meekings’ excellent performance as 
Rosalind. 
 

Although a few bits of dialogue were lost to the skirling of the hungry young gull overhead and to the, now regular, additions of the dog next door, most of 
the play was clearly audible even to those of us at the back. Not as easy as it sounds in outside performances with a substantial oak tree and lots of grass 
adding to the complexity of the acoustics. 
 

Thank you again to ‘Rain or Shine’ for a thoroughly entertaining evening, and to the rain gods for treating us rather better than Mannington. Keep an eye 
out for their next visit here in the winter, with a performance of Wind in the Willows.               The Editor 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pastoral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shakespearean_comedy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Shakespeare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Folio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilton_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosalind_(As_You_Like_It)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celia_(As_You_Like_It)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jaques_(As_You_Like_It)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_the_world%27s_a_stage

